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vo ES Most Rhode Islanders rely heavily on personal vehicles to get where they need
a project of the RI Life Index to go and perceive few reliable alternatives for transportation. Transportation

experiences vary by age and geography, with younger residents and those living in
Core Cities* reporting greater use of public transit. Among respondents who do not
primarily use public transportation, most identified being able to get somewhere
more quickly by car as a major reason they do not regularly ride the bus.
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How Rhode Islanders Get Around
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Walking/Rolling (3%) Rideshare/taxi (1%) Bicycling (1%) Other (<1%)

What Matters Most When Choosing Transportation
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Routes are inefficient; it would take 1 hour with a transfer to get to work vs a 15-minute drive.

Responding to “Are there other reasons that you do not ride the bus regularly in Rhode Island?”

Cost Pressure and Reliable Alternatives
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Buses are not comfortable, are unreliable, and take a significantly longer time than driving. Plus | can’t
stop en route to do errands:

Responding to “Are there other reasons that you do not ride the bus regularly in Rhode Island?”

I’d like to see them make an effort to explain and show others how the system works as well as generally
improving it. I've lived here all my life and | don’t know much about the public transportation system.

Responding to “If you could wave a magic wand, what would you like to see our government do to change public transportation that
would make you want to use it more?”

What Kind Of Transit Improvements People Want
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*CORE CITIES:

Core Cities are Rhode Island communities with the highest proportions of children living below the federal poverty level. At the time of this survey (May-July

2026), Core Cities included Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, Newport, and Woonsocket.




